
 

 

 

Dear Haller School Community, 

February is a few days away and I just thought I’d check in to see how your family is doing on the goals you set in January.  I 

hope you are celebrating some achievements of some of the goals you set.  As I walk around and touch base with kids they 

like to tell me all the great things they are accomplishing at school and in their lives outside of school.  Listed below are a 

few informational points and reminders. 

 February 14th brings us Valentine’s Day.  This is a time of year that kids get to share with others how 

much they care.  It’s very uplifting to see the joy they have in giving valentines to each other.  This year, 

in keeping with our school district’s policy we would love for your student to bring non-food centered 

valentines.  This may be new to you and it is something that we instituted last year with the adoption of 

a new board policy.  I appreciate your understanding.  As always, check with your student’s teacher 

regarding classroom plans on this special day. 

 

 Just a quick reminder that school board policy only permits therapy dogs on campus.  I am a dog 

owner and love to take her on walks.  It seems benign to walk your dog to school to pick up your 

student.  It’s important to remember that there are 650 students here and not all of them feel safe 

around dogs and many are allergic.  We also must keep student safety in mind.  So please keep your 

dogs at home for the safety and well-being of all students.  Thank you! 

 

 Afterschool Pickup:  Remember we are role models for all students – they watch what we do, so let’s make sure we are 

modeling great habits and actions for all students. 

 Please be courteous to other drivers (honking interrupts learning). 

 Please pull forward as far as possible in the pickup lane.  There are no “special 

spots” to meet your student. 

 Please be courteous to staff who are helping in our parking lot. 

 Please remain in the front of the school to meet your student.  This is for the safety of all students.  Picking up 

students from recess does not help us keep track of students. 

 

 We are asking that students take their hats/hoods off during lunch (20 min.).  This is to help us 

identify students in a room with 100 students in it.  We understand that there may be special 

circumstances for a hat.  Communicating that to the teacher via a note/conversation/email would be 

great.  Hats are acceptable at recess.  This is the same expectation at the Middle School.  Thank you for 

working with us on this. 

 

My door is always open to hear your thoughts, answer questions, or share good news!  Thank you for 

sending us your kids, they are gifts to us! 

 

Mrs. Stanton , Principal 

Helen Haller Elementary  
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Upcoming Events Calendar 

January 26 
1st Semester ends 

Irrigation Festival button entries due 

January 27 PTO Bootcamp Fundraiser, 9-10am @ Sportsfit 

January 29 NO SCHOOL—Teacher Work Day 

February 1 
P. Caron/S. Caron field trip to PT Marine Science 

Center 

February 2 3rd Grade Festival Royalty Essays due 

February 7 Report Cards go home with students 

February 8 
Klinger/Hill field trip to PT Marine Science 

Center 

February 9 100th Day of School 

February 12 PTO Meeting 

February 15 Box Tops Due 

February 16, 19 NO SCHOOL– President’s Day Weekend 

Helen Haller Elementary  

350 W Fir Street 

Phone: 360-582-3200 

Fax: 360-681-8543 

www.sequimschools.org 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Monday         9:15 - 2:45 

Tuesday - Friday        8:15 - 2:45  

LIBRARY LINK 
 

Six Books for Summer planning is under way. We’re in touch with our distributor and working on compiling 

a list of books for students to make their selections. This will be our second year providing every Haller 

student with six brand new, self-selected books to order and keep to read over the summer and add to 

their home library. Our data results from last year demonstrate dramatic academic benefits to students 

when they are provided with books to read over the summer. Consistent reading over the summer is a 

game-changer for kids and will ensure they start each school year off with the skills they need. 

What have you been reading lately? I just finished a wonderful new novel by Katherine Applegate, 

titled Wishtree. This beautiful story told from the perspective of an ancient oak tree, reminds us that 

friendship and kindness outshine fear and cruelty, even when what we see around us feels dark and sad. I 

recommend this to independent readers in grades 2 through 5 or it would make a great nightly read aloud 

for all ages. 

The library has given away lots of free books to students over the last few weeks. Students who read a 

book (or have the book read to them) can then take a short Accelerated Reader comprehension quiz on 

that book at school (quizzes can only be accessed on school computers). If the student passes the short 

quiz, they can enter a weekly drawing for a free, brand new book of their choice. Drawing winners from 

December include the following students: Kendall Adolphe, Andrew Posey, Meah Koch, Preston Thomas, 

Charlie Grider, Luca Aceto, Coby Rocha, Zeke Davis, Annabel Ellefson, Sara German, Xyla Reichner, Aniah 

Spencer, Lincoln Terwilliger, Joe Giles, Adrian Mendez, Sophia Mager, Hailey Badger, Yael Acosta, Cody 

Dunscomb, Bella Cornell, David Herman, Brayden Aunspach, Makayla Baldwin, Secret Russell, Bryant 

Lawson, Luna Manley, Luke Rocha, Payton Butler, Ryann Kilmer, Frank Johnson, Alexys Amaya, Max Ryan. 

Congratulations to all of our readers! 

Questions or comments? Contact Helen Haller teacher-librarian, Sheri Kruckeberg at 

skruckeberg@sequim.k12.wa.us or 360.582.3280. 

 



 

visit our website at www.sequimschools.org 

PTO NEWS 

It’s time to start CLIPPING!!! Box tops are due 

February 15th. The class who collects the most box 

tops will earn a prize! 
 

FROM THE NURSE 
 
Fight Flu and Germs 

You’ve probably already heard it: the telltale sniffles of flu season, which peaks in January and February. 

Navigate flu and germ season with these tactics for prevention and care: 

 

About the Vaccine 

Though it’s best to get vaccinated in the fall, it’s not too late to get a flu shot at the start of winter. 

Everyone age six months and older can receive the vaccine, which is available as an injection or nasal 

spray. Children are at a higher risk for the flu, since their immune systems are developing. It’s especially 

important to vaccinate children younger than 5 and those with chronic health conditions. Don’t forget to 

get vaccinated yourself! 

 

If Your Child Is Sick 

Children who are feverish, nauseated, or bone-tired can’t learn well, and can spread their illness to others. 

So, keep them home. Before returning to school, your child needs to have gone without a fever or vomiting 

for at least 24 hours (Remember, a fever should be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine). 

 

Stress the importance of handwashing 

Use lots of soap and water, and scrub until there are bubbles. Many brands of liquid hand soap come in 

fun designs, scents, or colors, and letting children pick their own can be a fun way to encourage hand 

washing. Use the “birthday song” method. Teach your child to wash his or her hands for as long as it takes 

to sing the entire “Happy Birthday” song. 

 

Cough like Dracula 

Have your child cough into his or her sleeves, not hands, to prevent the spread of germs. Keep hands away 

from eyes, nose, and mouth.  Trash the tissues. Used tissues are full of germs. Teach your child to 

immediately put used tissues in the trash, and then wash his or her hands. Set a healthy example.  

 

Model all these healthy behaviors—and your child will follow suit. 

 

Thank you, 

Sonja Bittner RN 

Sequim School District Nurse 


